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revue, but a musical comedy. Then things in it seemed to re-
mind me of other things. Then we looked at the programme
and saw the name of Franz Lehar. It proved to be the French
version of what is called in England " The Three Graces *', a
perfectly terrible piece of inane dullness of which we saw the
first night at the Empire some months ago. It was not gay,
However, it was perhaps less boring than " The Three Graces ",
no doubt because the resounding acoustics of the old-fashioned
renovated salle made some of the hearing difficult. A petit
bourgeois audience. A few people in evening dress and one
woman fairly striking. A long interval for the journal lumineux
and for the loud incessant hawking of constables. The usual
terrible hags as ouvreuses and programme sellers. , The usual
narrow passages. The contrdle, usually so smart with evening
suits, was very shabby. At the end of Act II we got a taxi to
the Quai d'Orsay Hotel, and the taxi and the driver were both
apparently in the last stages of poverty.

Saturday, May loth.

I saw Sir Edward Elgar at the Garrick the other day. I said I
was working hard. He at once said, " Ah, you work because it
pleases you ; we poor men work because we have to." He
seldom talks to me without mentioning his poverty and my
riches* I suppose this is natural, and I expect I should do it in
his place. J have a grievance, and it is that I sleep badly, and
I am always mentioning it. " Do you sleep well ? '* I asked him :
He said he did, generally. He said that for thirty years he had
had ' a tea-machine ' in his bedroom, and if by chance he woke
up and didn't think he should go to sleep again easily, he at once
got up and made tea and did one or two hours' work. I said I
couldn't work in the middle of the night. " Not original work/'
he said, <f but there is generally other work waiting to be done."

Tuesday, May
Yesterday after lunch I went with L. Faber to Haymarket to
meet Hilda Trevelyan, etc., at rehearsal of " Great Adventure".
Faber gave his coat and hat to stage-doorkeeper to look after*
Therefore so did L I've never seen this done before. Enclosed
stage, curtain down, etc. Very, very small after Drury Lane.
I was introduced to La Trobe, the quiet stage manager with a
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